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Over at the Jackson School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a busy time 
for our Grade 2                
classes who have 
been preparing for 
the sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  The 
focus is on                                                              
forgiveness as well 

as understanding the difference            
between accidents,                  
mistakes, and sins.  
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Come take a peek at what has been happening 
in our Faith Formation classes  during the 

first half of the year!  

Our Grade 3 children have been learning new 
prayers, discussing the weekly Gospels, and 
participating in activities and crafts to give 
them a better understanding of the Gospel 
message.  Children in one of the classes left 

class donning crowns.  Can you guess what 
that week’s Gospel was about?  Talk about 

great methods of evangelizing!!  

 

In Faith Formation classes, Grade 1 
children have been learning how to 
bless themselves and have been         
focusing on Jesus’ love for them. In 
preparing for Christmas, the children  
have heard the weekly Gospel              
messages and have participated in a 
variety of activities.  

 

Our second               
graders have also 
written some 
very thoughtful 
notes to              
Veterans,             
thanking them 
for their service.  
These cards will 
be brought to the 
altar during the 
First Communion 
ceremony and will 
be given to a  
veteran to be  
distributed.  



 

  Meanwhile over at the WOOD SCHOOL 
 

 
Grade 4 students have 
been learning the 
Apostles’ Creed.   This 
is accomplished through 
a variety of methods 
ranging  from constant 
recitation to completing 
large charts, suitable 
for display! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And of course it’s never 
too late to learn about 
angels, especially when 
preparing for Christmas 
during the Advent            
season.  
  
 
 
 
Just like the other classes, Grade 4 spends time 
every week reading the upcoming Gospel, usually 
in script form.   Parents have mentioned how  
excited their children get when they hear the 
priest read the exact same Gospel from the          
altar.   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Class-Sponsored Mass 
 
Shortly after classes began this year, our 
fifth grade class hosted the first class-
sponsored Mass of the year, welcoming            
parishioners, reading, and bringing up the 
gifts.  This class even provided its own              
altar servers!   

Earlier this year, Father Lambert came 
into the Wood School to speak with the 
children about the benefits of becoming 
altar servers.  We’re proud that Ben,           
Ronan, Maddy O, and  Rylie answered the 
call.  What a great way for these              
students to become thoroughly engaged           
in the Mass!  

 



...and over at Saint Martha 

And what about the Sixth Graders? 
 

Sixth graders meet in St.Martha Church Hall on Tuesday evenings.  

Students from grades 1-5     
participated in this year’s            
Pageant.  It was the perfect 
time for kids from both parishes 
to get to know each other.  Did 
you know that some of our 
“older” kids come back yearly to 
help out at the Pageant? 

Several additional prayers are introduced to  
children when they enter Sixth Grade.  This 
year, after the class prayed the “Prayer for 
Peace” (Saint Francis), they wrote personal 
notes to the sisters at the Jesus and Mary 
Center and colored in pictures of Saint Francis 
on the back of their notes.  The following week, 
the class went upstairs into the church and 
prayed for the nuns who would be receiving 
their gifts.  

The Gospel is read 
and discussed each 
week in class. Sixth 
graders are also 
taught how to     
locate the readings 
in the Bible.                                  

Another new altar server...grade 6’s 
own Meghan! 



Christmas is for giving                                     

And for showing that we care, 

For honoring the Christ Child 

With the loving gifts we share. 

The wise men gave of riches; 

The shepherds, faith and love. 

Each gift, in its own measure, 

Was smiled on from above. 

Let every gift be treasured; 

Not always size or price 

Determines the extent of love 

And willing sacrifice 

Handsome gifts with festive trim 

Bring smiles of sweet content, 

But modest gifts of humble means 

are ofttimes heaven sent. 

Whether it be large or small, 

Each gift will share in part 

The message of true Christmas joy 

If given from the heart! 

      Christmas Giving 
      by Iris W. Bray 

Our Faith Formation classes  
have had a smooth start thanks to  
the partnership of clergy,  
catechists, and families!  
 
Enjoy this Christmas Season             
with your families and friends. 
It’s a pleasure working and praying 
with you. 
 
God Bless,                                               
Maggie Hoagland 
Director of Faith Formation for Children                                     


